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SUBCHAPTER B. APPLICATION FOR PLACE ON BALLOT 

Sec. 141.031.  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICATION.  (a)  

A candidate's application for a place on the ballot that is 

required by this code must: 

(1)  be in writing; 

(2)  be signed and sworn to before a person authorized 

to administer oaths in this state by the candidate and indicate 

the date that the candidate swears to the application; 

(3)  be timely filed with the appropriate authority; 

and 

(4)  include: 

(A)  the candidate's name; 

(B)  the candidate's occupation; 

(C)  the office sought, including any place 

number or other distinguishing number; 

(D)  an indication of whether the office sought 

is to be filled for a full or unexpired term if the office 

sought and another office to be voted on have the same title but 

do not have place numbers or other distinguishing numbers; 

(E)  a statement that the candidate is a United 

States citizen; 

(F)  a statement that the candidate has not been 

determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate 

jurisdiction to be: 

(i)  totally mentally incapacitated; or 

(ii)  partially mentally incapacitated 

without the right to vote; 
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(G)  a statement that the candidate has not been 

finally convicted of a felony from which the candidate has not 

been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting 

disabilities; 

(H)  the candidate's date of birth; 

(I)  the candidate's residence address or, if the 

residence has no address, the address at which the candidate 

receives mail and a concise description of the location of the 

candidate's residence; 

(J)  the candidate's length of continuous 

residence in the state and in the territory from which the 

office sought is elected as of the date the candidate swears to 

the application; 

(K)  the statement:  "I, __________, of 

__________ County, Texas, being a candidate for the office of 

__________, swear that I will support and defend the 

constitution and laws of the United States and of the State of 

Texas"; 

(L)  a statement that the candidate is aware of 

the nepotism law, Chapter 573, Government Code; and 

(M)  a public mailing address at which the 

candidate receives correspondence relating to the candidate's 

campaign, if available, and an electronic mail address at which 

the candidate receives correspondence relating to the 

candidate's campaign, if available. 

(b)  Instead of the statement required by Subsection (a)(4)

(F), a candidate eligible for office because of Section 1.020(a) 

shall include in the application a statement that the person's 

mental capacity has been completely restored by a final judgment 

of a court. 

(c)  Instead of the statement required by Subsection (a)(4)

(F), a candidate eligible for office because of Section 1.020(b) 

shall include in the application a statement that the person's 

guardianship has been modified to include the right to vote or 

the person's mental capacity has been completely restored, as 

applicable, by a final judgment of a court. 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=573
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=1.020
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=1.020


(d)  The secretary of state may prescribe a different form 

for an application for a place on the ballot for each of the 

following: 

(1)  an office of the federal government; 

(2)  an office of the state government; or 

(3)  an office of a political party. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.  

Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 427, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 

1987;  Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 107, Sec. 3A.03, eff. Aug. 30, 

1993;  Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(26), eff. Sept. 

1, 1995. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 614 (H.B. 417), Sec. 29, 

eff. September 1, 2007. 

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 12, 

eff. September 1, 2013. 

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1179 (S.B. 1073), Sec. 1, 

eff. September 1, 2015. 

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 469 (H.B. 2157), Sec. 1, 

eff. September 1, 2017. 

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 828 (H.B. 1735), Sec. 22, 

eff. September 1, 2017. 

Sec. 141.032.  REVIEW OF APPLICATION;  NOTICE TO CANDIDATE.  

(a)  On the filing of an application for a place on the ballot, 

the authority with whom the application is filed shall review 

the application to determine whether it complies with the 

requirements as to form, content, and procedure that it must 

satisfy for the candidate's name to be placed on the ballot. 

(b)  Except as provided by Subsection (c), the review shall 

be completed not later than the fifth day after the date the 

application is received by the authority. 

(c)  If an application is accompanied by a petition, the 

petition is considered part of the application, and the review 

shall be completed as soon as practicable after the date the 
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application is received by the authority.  However, the petition 

is not considered part of the application for purposes of 

determining compliance with the requirements applicable to each 

document, and a deficiency in the requirements for one document 

may not be remedied by the contents of the other document.  

Unless the petition is challenged, the authority is only 

required to review the petition for facial compliance with the 

applicable requirements as to form, content, and procedure. 

(d)  A determination under this section that an application 

complies with the applicable requirements does not preclude a 

subsequent determination that the application does not comply, 

subject to Section 141.034. 

(e)  If an application does not comply with the applicable 

requirements, the authority shall reject the application and 

immediately deliver to the candidate written notice of the 

reason for the rejection. 

(f)  This section does not apply to a determination of a 

candidate's eligibility. 

(g)  After the filing deadline: 

(1)  a candidate may not amend an application filed 

under Section 141.031; and 

(2)  the authority with whom the application is filed 

may not accept an amendment to an application filed under 

Section 141.031. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.  

Amended by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 54, eff. Sept. 1, 

1993;  Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 51, eff. Sept. 1, 

1997. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 254 (H.B. 1135), Sec. 1, 

eff. September 1, 2011. 

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 95 (S.B. 44), Sec. 1, eff. 

May 23, 2017. 
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Sec. 141.033.  FILING APPLICATIONS FOR MORE THAN ONE OFFICE 

PROHIBITED.  (a)  A candidate may not file applications for a 

place on the ballot for two or more offices that: 

(1)  are not permitted by law to be held by the same 

person;  and 

(2)  are to be voted on at one or more elections held 

on the same day. 

(b)  If a person files more than one application for a 

place on a ballot in violation of this section, each application 

filed subsequent to the first one filed is invalid. 

(c)  This section does not apply to candidacy for the 

office of president or vice-president of the United States and 

another office. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. 

Sec. 141.034.  LIMITATION ON CHALLENGE OF APPLICATION.  (a)  

An application for a place on the ballot may not be challenged 

for compliance with the applicable requirements as to form, 

content, and procedure after the day before any ballot to be 

voted early by mail is mailed to an address in the authority's 

jurisdiction for the election for which the application is made. 

(b)  This section does not apply to a determination of a 

candidate's eligibility. 

(c)  A challenge must state with specificity how the 

application does not comply with the applicable requirements as 

to form, content, and procedure.  The authority's review of the 

challenge is limited to the specific items challenged and any 

response filed with the authority by the challenged candidate. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.  

Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 7.07, eff. Aug. 28, 

1989;  Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.57;  Acts 1991, 

72nd Leg., ch. 554, Sec. 28, eff. Sept. 1, 1991;  Acts 1993, 

73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 55, eff. Sept. 1, 1993. 

Amended by:  



Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 95 (S.B. 44), Sec. 2, eff. 

May 23, 2017. 

Sec. 141.035.  APPLICATION AS PUBLIC INFORMATION.  An 

application for a place on the ballot, including an accompanying 

petition, is public information immediately on its filing. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. 

Sec. 141.036.  PRESERVATION OF APPLICATION.  The authority 

with whom an application for a place on the ballot is required 

to be filed shall preserve each application filed with the 

authority for two years after the date of the election for which 

the application is made. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. 

Sec. 141.037.  FORM OF NAME CERTIFIED FOR PLACEMENT ON 

BALLOT.  An authority responsible for certifying the names of 

candidates for placement on the ballot shall certify each name 

in the form indicated on the candidate's application for a place 

on the ballot, subject to Subchapter B, Chapter 52. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. 

Sec. 141.039.  OFFICIAL APPLICATION FORM.  In addition to 

the other statements and spaces for entering information that 

appear on an officially prescribed form for an application for a 

place on the ballot, each official form for an application that 

a candidate is required to file under this code must include: 

(1)  a space for indicating the form in which the 

candidate's name is to appear on the ballot; 

(2)  a space for the candidate's public mailing 

address; 
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(3)  spaces for the candidate's home and office 

telephone numbers and e-mail address at which the candidate 

receives correspondence relating to the candidate's campaign; 

and 

(4)  a statement informing candidates that the 

furnishing of the telephone numbers is optional. 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 279 (H.B. 1593), Sec. 1, 

eff. September 1, 2011. 

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 828 (H.B. 1735), Sec. 23, 

eff. September 1, 2017. 

Sec. 141.040.  NOTICE OF DEADLINES.  (a)  The authority 

with whom  an application for a place on the ballot under this 

subchapter must be filed shall post notice of the dates of the 

filing period in a public place in a building in which the 

authority has an office not later than the 30th day before: 

(1)  the first day on which a candidate may file the 

application; or 

(2)  the last day on which a candidate may file the 

application, if this code does not designate a first day on 

which the candidate may file the application. 

(b)  This section does not apply to an office filled at the 

general election for state and county officers. 

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 

13, eff. September 1, 2009. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1164 (H.B. 2817), Sec. 28, 

eff. September 1, 2011. 
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